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Victoria Junior College – JC 2 2008 Preliminary Examination
Paper 2 – Marking Scheme     
1) Explain how the author challenges our assumption about gambling in the opening sentence. Use your own words as far as possible. 
             


  [2]

From the passage:



  Own words:

	... gambling is not the insensate pleasure afforded by drugs ...(l.1)
	He asserts that gambling is not about an irrational/mindless/mind-numbing, addictive enjoyment as we assume it to be ... [1]

	... but the sense of mastery that comes from striving at games of skill ... (l.2)
	... but the feeling of achievement/ accomplishment [½] that comes from developing the aptitude/ability/capability required for it. [½] 
The author uses contrasts to challenge  our assumption [Only ½ mark awarded]


2) What characteristics does the gambler share with the martyrs according to the author? Use your own words as far as possible.  

                   
             

 [2] 

	... “commitment” ... is “heroic”…(l.2-3)
	They are both dedicated to their agenda [½] and well-respected/worshipped/revered/ looked up to/ have courage/noble [½]

	Perhaps he or she is also a fool, but then the same claim might be made about martyrs everywhere. (l.3-4)
	and can appear to others as mindlessly/irrationally devoted to their goals [1]


3) Why is it unlikely in the near future to have the most advanced computers “play perfect chess” (line 10)? Use your own words as far as possible.   

        
              [1]  

	... the game tree is so large ... (l.9)
	There are too many possible patterns/ permutations/sequences/variations of gameplay in chess. [1]


4) Why does the author put quotation marks round “chess addicts” (line 14)? Use your own words as far as possible.  
  
                           

              [2]    

	There are no studies of “chess addicts” in the literature, yet chess can absorb a person's life as completely as ... (l.14-16)
	The term does not exist/ is coined by author [1]

(inferred) Preoccupation with chess is not seen/perceived/defined/portrayed/ regarded [1/2] as compulsiveness/ dependency/loss of control [1/2].


5) Which phrase in paragraph 3 tells you the writer is strongly convinced that gambling is a game of skill?
  





              [1]

	“There can be no question ...” (l.20) [1]
	


6) What is the author’s implied criticism of members of Gamblers’ Anonymous (line 24)? [1]    


	Persistence and immersion in each of these games … to play the game better. Since the game is played better, the risk of suffering the severe financial losses … is reduced. (l.22-25) 
	They lack the skill/proficiency/ability to play the game well. [1]
They cannot stop – [0]


7) What are the implications when gambling is defined as “pathological” (line 30)?  [2]      

	Addiction is understood as pathology that afflicts certain people, and the heavy gambling that causes serious financial losses is defined as pathological. (l.28-30)
	Gamblers require medical help/attention. [1]

If merely the idea that gambling is perceived as a disease or sickness – [1/2]

	It is the heavy gambler who is labeled “pathological” rather than the society in which diligence in one legitimate sphere is rewarded but in another, punished. (I.34-36)
	Instead of rewarding/praising gamblers, we rebuke them for their perseverance in the game. [1]

	Bonus mark
	(inferred) Gamblers are stigmatised by society. [1]


9) What does the word “fantasyland” suggest about the economists’ view of “staking the future on gambling” (line 1)?




 

  [1]

	
	They see it as unrealistic/implausible/ overly idealistic/ building castles in the air/ delusionary. [1] They day-dream. [1/2]


10) What is The Economist suggesting about the gambling industry in its concluding question? 








              [2] 

	How badly does the industry want to cure its best customers? (ll.46)
	The gambling industry is not sincere in wanting to help/will merely offer token help [1] because it will compromise its own revenue/ of its vested interest in the industry since the addicted gamblers bring in most of their profits [1]


11) Give the meaning of each of the following words as they are used in Passage 1 and Passage 2. You may write the answer in a word or short phrase.                      [5]

	
	1m
	1/2m
	0m

	chance (I.8)
	Luck;  possibility/ probability
	
	opportunity

	misguided (I.14) 
	Misled; wrong; inaccurate erroneous
	
	Confused; 

	lauded (I.32) 
	highly praised; extolled, feted
	commended
	acknowledged

	enticed (II.3) 
	tempted; lured; baited 
	attracted; drawn
	induced, coaxed

	discredited (II.4)
	disproved; proven wrong
	dubious; doubtful
	unfounded; dubious


8) The Economist article expresses reservations about the supposed benefits provided by the legal gambling industry. Explain clearly these reservations in about 120 words, using only material from paragraphs 2 to 5. Use your own words as far as possible.  

   [8]

	
	                From the passage …


	                     Suggested paraphrase 

	a


	Net creation of jobs…..at best a break-even proposition …have all too been cancelled out by the jobs that are lost…. (lines 10-11, 14-15)
	No overall gain in employment opportunities as gains in number of jobs generated are negated/offset by those that are destroyed  

	b
	 ..evidence suggests that net job losses can easily occur…consumer dollars are drained from the rest of the economy (lines 11-12) 
	In fact, the overall loss in employment opportunities can take place when expenditure from other sectors is diverted to gambling. 

	c
	..jobs created are too often menial .. (line 13) 
	Employment generated by the gambling industry mostly caters to the unskilled/low-skilled/low-wage labour. 

	d
	…price to pay in the rising costs ….law enforcement, street cleaning… (lines 17-18) …extra social services needed … when gambling leads to break-up of families (lines 18-19)
	Gambling industry brings about greater economic burden in having to tackle the negative social repercussions created

	e
	…it is far from clear that gambling benefits anyone except the casino operators. (line 20) 
	The advantages of gambling are only reaped by those who run/own casinos. 

	f
	It is naïve to extrapolate from the success of Las Vegas as a guaranteed economic stimulus …. (line 22) 


	It is simplistic/simple-minded to see the achievement of Las Vegas as an unfailing economic impetus/foolproof way to boost a country’s wealth …

	g
	Las Vegas was a misleading model for the rest of America.. (line 23) 
	…as Las Vegas is an anomaly/an inaccurate framework since it is a remote vacation destination

	h
	…have a high propensity to commit crimes …these crimes affect both immediate family and colleagues at work … (lines 29-30)
	Gamblers have a greater likelihood to/ are more prone to breaking the law and this is detrimental to their loved ones and co-workers

	i
	…descend in a spiral of increasingly desperate measures to finance their habit (Lines 32-33) 
	They resort to more and more drastic means to feed their gambling addiction.  

	j
	...gamblers are unproductive employees, frequently absent or late and usually distracted.  (lines 33-34) 
	Gamblers are unmotivated workers as they have poor attendance/ are often not punctual/cannot concentrate on their tasks. [any two of the three]


[Note: One mark for each point – Max: 8 marks] 

11) Both passages have differing views of the gambler.  
With which view are you more in agreement with? How is gambling regarded in your society?









      [8]

	Mark Range
	Descriptor

	 [image: image1.png]



A

6-8
A

6-8

	 
REQUIREMENT
1.   Students must make reference to both passages.

2.  They must evaluate ideas from both passages. 

3.   They must provide justification in the form of substantive evidence. Justification provided should be sound, directly relevant to the ideas from the passage and demonstrate mature understanding of gamblers and gambling with respect to society. 

4. They should take a stand on which view they are more in agreement with (with respect to the two differing views of the gambler)

5. They should explain and evaluate how gambling is regarded in Singapore/their society and why it is regarded thus. 

EVALUATION 
When evaluating the first half of the question, students may refer to the context of the world at large in order to justify why they find a particular passage more convincing. The first half need not necessarily touch on Singapore, though answers which do so are also accepted, provided they are not too narrow, since the first half does not specifically ask for a Singaporean context.

For the second half, students should explain how gambling is regarded in their society/Singapore. Good scripts will be able to integrate their stand with the views from the 2 passages and explain why gambling in Singapore is regarded as an addiction or a game of skill and provide rationales and justifications. Alternatively, students may explore a different perspective such as gambling being more of a social phenomenon in Singapore (e.g. festive gambling)
Key ideas from Passage 1 (Michael Walker)

1. Walker suggests that the starting point for understanding gambling is to regard it not as a mindless gratification like that of drugs, but as the sense of mastery that comes from striving at games of skill.

2. Gambling games can be games of skill, and people can become heavily involved in games of skill, but they are not considered addicts.

3. Persistence and immersion in gambling games can enable skilled gamblers to play better and thus minimize losses, unlike unskilled gamblers who suffer financial ruin.

4. Heavy gambling should not be misrepresented as an addiction, but as a leisure activity that can be potentially hazardous. 

5. Ironically, the characteristics that heavy gamblers display are lauded when present in other areas of life (i.e. double standards)

6. Society labels gamblers as failures; whereas others like sportsmen or businessmen who cause harm to their families are celebrated instead. This is perhaps the result of faulty socialization and flaws in our social system.

Key ideas from Passage 2 (The Economist)

1. Gamblers have a higher tendency to commit crimes, particularly white collar crimes involving financial misconduct.
2. The crimes that gamblers commit affect both their family and colleagues at work.

3. Even before they become criminals, problem gamblers are bad employees.
4. Gamblers are caught in a downward spiral and resort to more and more desperate acts to finance their habits.

5. Gambling extends to a wide range of activities, but some forms of gambling are more addictive than others.

6. Problem gamblers account for a large proportion of gambling revenue and thus, casinos and other organizations that profit from gambling would be reluctant to cure these gamblers.

 

	Mark Range
	Descriptor

	A

6-8
	 
Notes for the marker: 

 
EXPLANATION 
For the first half of the question, students should link their evaluation of which view they are more in agreement with to concrete examples in order to ground the discussion. 

  

More in agreement with Walker:

1. Generally, gamblers are misunderstood and misrepresented by society.

2. Many gambling games like poker, blackjack and bridge are games of skill. High levels of skill are required to play the game properly or well. Thus the gambler should be seen as a skilled gamer rather than as an addict.

3. Gamblers can be seen as analogous to sportsmen, there are World Championships where skilled gamblers compete.

4. Casual gamblers can be seen as engaging in a leisure activity; many forms of gambling have been legitimized and are socially accepted (e.g. state lotteries, Bingo, social gambling like mahjong)

5. Unskilled gamblers who gamble heavily are the ones most responsible for tarnishing the image of gamblers or falsely projecting the image of gamblers as addicts or criminals.

6. Gamblers are not in need of medical help, gambling is not an addiction although it is potentially dangerous.

7. Gamblers are persistent and skilled but they are not rewarded or recognized by society unlike sportsmen or businessmen, this reflects flaws and biases in society.

More in agreement with The Economist:
1. Gamblers are more prone to commit crimes, whether to feed their habit or because of the disturbed state of mind they are in. (e.g. starting fights because of a lack of patience stemming from frequently losing bets)

2. Gamblers hurt themselves and their own families because of their addiction to gambling. They may plunge their families into debt, cause emotional suffering to their loved ones or even physically abuse their families when their family tries to stop them. 

3. Gamblers fall into a downward spiral of more and more desperate acts in order to feed their habits. 

4. Problem gamblers spend a great deal of money on gambling and casinos/gambling organizations would not like to see them get cured or stop. 

For the second half of the question, students should discuss  

issues in the context of their society/Singapore, such as:

How gambling is regarded in your society: Positively/Harmless/Acceptable
1. Gambling is seen an opportunity for socializing. (e.g. Family mahjong sessions and festive gambling help bring family members and friends together) Why? Gambling is closely tied to Chinese culture in Singapore; the Chinese often gamble for fun during Chinese New Year and treat gambling as a way of passing time during funeral wakes.

2. Gambling is seen as a discipline which requires skill, knowledge and research. E.g. Betting on soccer teams or horse-racing. The coverage and analysis given to such events makes betting more of a skill as punters seek to predict reasonable outcomes (i.e. there are no ‘wild’ bets)

3. Gambling is relatively normalized and mainstreamed; working adults, retirees, housewives and young people alike all queue to bet on TOTO and 4D, the stakes are small and there is little stigma attached to such casual gambling.

4. At worst, Gambling is seen as a socially acceptable vice much like smoking or drinking; addiction is seen as the result of personal flaws rather than the inherent nature of gambling.

5. Gambling is also a potential source of revenue and public funds. The gambling industry and the coming IRs will provide gainful employment and enable Singapore to prosper. Gambling revenue can be spent on social improvements and social welfare for the less fortunate.

How gambling is regarded in your society: Negatively

1. In Singapore, gambling is seen as a destructive addiction that can cause social problems. The National Council on Problem Gambling was created in 2005 to deal with such issues and a Casino Control Act was passed in 2006 to exclude problem gamblers from the coming IRs.  

2. Gambling is often seen as a crass/meaningless/low-class activity associated with older folks, poorly educated people or criminals and the underclass.  

3. Illegal gambling is seen as a threat to the existing social order and the province of gangsters or criminal syndicates (e.g. The Euro 2008 crackdown on illegal bookies operating out of Geylang coffeeshops)

4. Illegal online gambling is seen as insidious and threatening because it is difficult to regulate and may represent a great loss of revenue for the government as money flows out of Singapore into other countries. 

5. Underaged gamblers are viewed as having been corrupted or led astray. Gambling is seen as an addictive and distasteful habit, because of the large element of chance involved.

6. Large numbers of people risk gambling illegally because state-approved lotteries and gambling are not perceived to be glamorous, exciting or pay poor odds.




	Mark Range
	Descriptor
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B
3-5 
	 
REQUIREMENT
1.  Students refer to both passages, at least in passing.

2.  They identify ideas from both passages, possibly with minor misrepresentation of the points.

3.  They raise issues, but discussion is limited or superficial.

4. They make an attempt to evaluate how gambling is regarded in Singapore.

 
EVALUATION
Attempt to evaluate how gambling is regarded in Singapore, but not fully informed or convincing. [image: image3.png]


 

 EXPLANATION
Shows adequate knowledge of how gambling is regarded in Singapore.

 

COHERENCE
1.      Shows a fair degree of organization and coherence.

2.      Uses connectors which may not always be appropriate.

3.      Some minor logical gaps that do not lead to ambiguity in meaning. 




	Mark Range
	Descriptor
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C
1-2 
	 
REQUIREMENT
1.  Fails to discuss ideas from both passages with respect to which view is more agreeable

2. Fails to relate evaluation to actual societal phenomena.

3. Fails to make an evaluation of author’s views
 

EVALUATION
Tends to be a mere restatement of the view, or mere examples of gambling in Singapore, with no comment made upon whether these are accurate with respect to Singapore, or why they are accurate. 

 

EXPLANATION
[image: image5.png]


Shows very limited knowledge/understanding of socio-political situation.

 

COHERENCE
Inconsistency in arguments is clearly evident – points contradict stand taken, or stand is not even clearly taken from the beginning of the response.
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